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1 5° AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST [n. s. ( 4, 1902 

It is to be hoped that further investigation will be made of the ruins 
of Yucatan in order to discover inscriptions from which the calendar 
system in that section can be determined with certainty. 

Cyrus Thomas. 

Basketry Designs of the Indians of Northern California. By Roland 
B. Dixon. The Huntington California Expedition. Bull. Am. 
Mus. Nat. History, Vol. xvn, Pt. 1. New York: 1902. 25 pp., 
37 Pi- 
This excellent monograph is devoted to markings on Pomo 
(Kulanapan), Maidu (Pujunan), Pit River (Palaihnihan), Wintun 
(Copehan), Moquelumnan, and Yanan basketry, and supplements the 
author's paper in the Anthropologist (n. s., vol. 11, pp. 266-276). Three 
type areas are characterized: Northwestern, including Hupa (Athapas- 
can), Karok (Quoratean), Yurok (Weitspekan), and perhaps Shasta 
(Sastean); Northeastern, including Modoc and Klamath (Lutuamian), 
Shasta (?), Pit River (Palaihnihan), Yana (?), Wintun (Copehan), and 
Maidu (Pujunan); Pomo type, confined apparently to this family (Kul- 
anapan). The designs of the Wintun are empty spool, leaves strung, 
deer excrement, "pulled around," stripes, cross waves, arrowpoints, 
bent elbow, fish-tail, water snake, rattlesnake, wolf's eye, flying geese, 
bear's foot, skunk's nose, and lizard. Moquelumnan and Maidu de- 
signs are eye, quail tip, deer excrement, rattlesnake, and water snake. 
The Nozi or Yanan gives wolf's eye and house. Pomo designs are 
arrowpoint, crossing tracks, zigzag, quail tip, fish-net meshes, crow 
tracks, red mountains, buckeye tree, spotted fawn, grasshopper leg, and 
leaf. Mr Dixon notices that there are instances in which members of 
different stocks have similar designs; if all the designs be tabulated 
without reference to the meanings, there are few coincidences. Only 
the arrowpoint, linked parallelograms, crossing trails, quail tip, feather, 
and hourglass figure may be found in all the stocks. There are, also, 
as might be expected, identities between contiguous stocks. All defini- 
tive conclusions as to type areas and relationships must wait for fuller 
material. Mr Dixon brings into comparison with the Maidu designs a 
few from the Lake region of Africa to show how they may have arisen 
independently. The closing portion of the paper discusses the pur- 
pose of the basketry designs: partly decorative, partly realistic. 
Whether the realistic symbols are abstract or concrete in any case is 
not discussed. The author concludes wisely, in the case of similarities 
in designs from tribe to tribe, that with simpler ones they may be either 
original or borrowed, and that with the more complicated the certainty 
of borrowing increases with identity of numerous details. 

O. T. Mason. 



